
New York State Education Department  
K-3 Literacy Curriculum Review Guide 

Frequently Asked Questions  
  

On June 5, 2024, the New York State Education Department (NYSED or “the 
Department”) hosted a webinar on the release of the new K-3 Literacy Curriculum 
Review Guide. The Guide is designed for optional use by districts and schools in 
selecting high-quality K-3 literacy curricula and curricular materials designed to meet the 
needs of all students, including English language learners and students with disabilities. 
In New York State, all curriculum decisions are made at the local level. 
 
 This resource addresses frequently asked questions during the June 5th event.  
 
1. Where can I find the Guide? 
 

The Guide is available on the Department’s NYS Literacy Initiative webpage. There 
are two versions of the guide for accessibility and ease of use. The Word document 
has been created as an editable version. Both can be copied and shared. 
• K-3 Literacy Curriculum Review Guide 
• K-3 Literacy Curriculum Review Guide (editable format) 

 
2. Is the use of this guide mandated? 



The Department plans to develop a similar guide for other grade levels.  However, 
specific aspects of the domains could be used in reviewing curricular materials for 
other grade levels and content areas as appropriate. For example, aside from the 
Learning Standards and Evidence-Based Practices Domain, which is specific to 
grades K-3 , the Culturally Responsive and Social Emotional Learning, Supporting 
Needs of All Learners, Measuring Learning, and Usability Domains could apply to 
other grades and content areas. 

 
6. Can just portions of the Guide be used? 
 

The five domains in the Guide are equally important and not weighed by 
significance.  Districts and schools are encouraged to use this guide in its entirety to 
reflect on their literacy curricula and to ensure alignment with evidence-based 
practices, the New York State (NYS) Learning Standards, the NYS Culturally 
Responsive-Sustaining Education Framework, and the NYS Social-Emotional 
Learning Benchmarks. 

 
7. Are there other curriculum review tools that NYSED recommends 

districts/schools use? 
 
The Department does not endorse or recommend other curriculum review tools.  
The Guide includes links to other tools used in its development; however, the 
references to these does not constitute endorsement by NYSED. 
 

8. Where can districts/schools find information on research and evidence-based 
practices for reading? 

 
NYSED’s literacy briefs provide evidence-based practices and include references 
and resources at the end of each brief. The Department will also provide 
instructional best practices for teaching reading in prekindergarten through Grade 3.  
The P-3 Literacy Best Practices will be available by January 1, 2025. 

 
9. What is the difference between curriculum and curricular materials? 

 
Curriculum is the scope and sequence of learning experiences taught in a course or 
grade level that allows students to achieve the Standards. Curriculum is often 
divided into units and lessons and includes an outline of the content, concepts, and 
skills that will be taught, and in what sequence they will be taught.  
 
Curricular materials are the resources used to support instruction and learning in the 
classroom. These can include but are not limited to, textbooks, online resources, 
workbooks, teacher manuals, and lesson plans. 
 
All curriculum and instructional decisions are made at the local level.  Districts and 
schools choose and/or develop curricula, curricular materials, and instruction to 



meet the individual needs of their students, and to support all students in gaining the 
skills and knowledge articulated in the NYS Learning Standards. 
 

10. What should districts/schools 


